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49th Dhamma Chakra Pravartan Din Celeberation
                                   Saturday, 22 October 2005 at Michigan, USA

Dhamma chakra Pravartan din was celebrated with a bang by Ambedkar Center for Justice and Peace (ACJP) in Michigan, USA. The celebrations marked the beginning of the Golden Jubilee Anniversary of the Dhamma Chakra Pravartan Din that will conclude in October 2006. International president of ACJP, Mr. Yogesh Varade announced that special programs and celebrations will be arranged throughout the coming year in observance of the important Golden Jubilee Celebrations.
The fuction commenced with the presentatation of Panchasheela by Ven. Bhante Dharmananda, President of International Peace Monastry. Bhanteji lit the candles and offered flowers to the images of Lord Buddha and Dr Ambedkar. He also distributed a document explaining in detail meaning of Panchasheela. He urged the Amebdkarites in USA to actively generate funds for their poor Dalit brothers and sisters in India and elaborated on the special contribution of Dr. Ambedkar in reviving Buddhism in India. He also lauded the contributions of Ken and Vishakha Kawasaki in spreading Buddhism in the world and also about their recent India Visit.
Pankaj Meshram spoke in details about the ACJP activities held in the past year, while Kishore Waghmare expressed his thoughts on an Outlook article on Kawasaki.

Yogesh Varade, chief speaker of the function commended the local organizers, namely Mahesh Wasnik, Surendra Waghmare and Vivek Chavan for their zeal and commitment.

Expressing satisfaction on the continuous growth of ACJP in North America as well as India, he stressed on the need of teaching Buddhist values especially to kids who he felt must be protected from the dangers of evils prevailing in the society. He asked the members to work on further increasing the number of ACJP members and their participation in North America to achieve the goals set by the organization in near future. He said that the finalization of the deal of the proposed Buddha Vihar land in New York area was still pending as the zoning of the place is awaited. Finally, he asked the ACJP members to have monthly family get-togethers to get regular Buddhist teachings from Ven. Bhante Dharmananda.
There was also some cultural entertainment which included a hilarious skit by Sudheer Waghmare and his Kids and a Quawwali on Babasaheb Ambedkar by Ravikiran Shinde - who also anchored the event. Finally, Mahesh Wasnik peformed the vote of thanks.

The 60 odd participants enjoyed the delicious Indian food after the spirited 2 & Half hours program was finished.

-Ravikiran Shinde

P.S. (scroll downl for photos)
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Mr. Yogesh Varade addressing the function. Also seen are Ven. Bhante Bodhi (left)

And Ven. Bhante Dharamananda.
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A group photo of the participants of the function.
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