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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Jayanti & Buddha Jayanti Celebration at Smokey Mountain
It was really wonderful time that we all spent together from May-22nd evening till 25th morning with eating, playing together, refreshing our old memories from our native places back-home in India and discussing the social, educational and religious problems of our community. AANA & AIM was very happy to see our ladies participation not only in cooking and feeding the children and male folks but they have initiated social activities at their own and continued discussion on women's problems back-home in India and initiated actions on some of the activities.
DAY 1, 22nd May-Friday: Gathering day
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Everyone came to the place at early evening to late Night.  Everyone had pizza dinner with nice discussion on their journey to Smokey Mountain. The cabins were at the highest point of the smoky mountain and were difficult to locate in the night time, but all Jaibhim junta (40 adult and 12 children) was able to make it to the right place. 
DAY 2, 23rd May-Saturday: Program Day
Meditation, self reflection, mindfulness workshop

From 6 AM till7.00 AM, we had one hour meditation program on mindfulness under the guidance of Buddhist Monk Maithree (GLBV residence Sri Lankan monk.) Bhante Maithree highlighted the importance of mediation in our daily lives and instructed on breathing technique to improve concentration and relaxation.
Followed by mediation, everyone had continental breakfast. Concurrently registration was started for the attendees who included one folder with AANA T-shirt, Program agenda. Membership forms, Smokey tourist attractions. Sujeet and Sashank really did a good job with overall registration and fund collection for the program.
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Presentation of different topics

· Sujit Nandgawali- He had a presentation on the Rise of Buddhism in India against Caste and Untouchability and how Buddhism propagated its Principles of Equality, Justice and Liberty for the welfare of all. 

· Gramin Shikshan Vikas Sangathan- Presented by Vishwanath Meshram and Dr. Raj Narnaware. They discussed about ongoing projects with school teachers and students in the regions of Nagpur and Amravati. It was decided to replicate similar projects in other regions as well. 

· Raju Kamble. He spoke about the work of Ambedkar International Mission and joint future programs. Mr. Kamble talked about importance of Buddhism practice into a daily life. He also focused on Mahila Mandal’s contribution & future plan to serve back to India.
· Lalit Khandare- He presented the case of opportunities and challenges for annihilation of caste in the globalized world. Lalit Khandare's presentation followed by discussion created awareness on how the international community can be useful for development of the dalit community in India
· Bhante Maithree- Bhante gave Dhamma Talk and gave importance of Buddhism practice to all members. He also emphasized to have Ambedkar followers & Buddhist people unity to propagate Buddhism around the world.
Workshop on Sexual Assault Preparedness
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This program was conducted in cooperation with Safe Heaven center, Knoxville, TN, arranged by Smita. The program was organized for both women and men focusing on legal and psychological aspects of sexual assault.  The objective of this program was to develop awareness among women and to build their knowledge to help others in the event of crisis in their surroundings.  The expert from Safe Heaven Center gave the information and resources on managing the sexual assaults cases in USA and India. 
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Day 3: 24th May-Sunday: Fun day
As planned, mediation started at 7.00AM; Bhante gives us a good start with mindfulness activity.   After breakfast Sandeep Phulluke briefed everybody on team activities and tourist attractions at the Smokey Mountain.
Sunday was kept for outdoor family enjoyment which was wonderful, especially the river rafting
Group of people had fun on water rafting and enjoyed the mountain beauty while on the water. Others enjoyed aquarium, Go-Kart rides, Ripley’s show and many more other fun activities.
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Brainstorming session & Future Program planning
1. During discussion on various activities, it was decided to continue with projects to assist engineering students in need of financial support and resources. 

2. Support upcoming New Jersey Buddha Vihara project.

3. Increase awareness of Ambedkar and Buddhist movements in North American community through gathering, emails or by phone conferences.
4. Women development Projects- It was decided to seriously engage in India to work on the self defense program with legal & psychosocial counseling for the women in crisis. 

5.  To plan an annual event where young kids are engaged in summer meditation and social cultural camp. It can be a biannual or annual activity.
6. To support likeminded organizations in India to carry on the work for educational, health related and social projects for the most deprived sections of society. 
Finally, thank you very much for all the family and individual members with their contribution for the program. Overall management of the function by AANA& AIM members was excellent. 
In future AANA & AIM will work together to organize these kinds of event with your help.
JAIBHIM……
Ambedkar Association of North America (AANA) 


Ambedkar International Mission (AIM)
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